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Why is West Midlands region trying to fix the
Euro selection ballot?

The other day all members in the West Midlands strangely got an
email from Sion Simon, former MP for Birmingham Erdington, announcing that he had been selected as
a Labour Candidate for the West Midlands in the European Elections in 2014.

What this email didn’t mention is that in fact 6 other candidates had also been selected for the West
Midlands European constituency and there is meant to be a members’ ballot to decide in which order
they will take places on the party’s list to be elected.



Why on earth has a candidate in a selection conveniently been allowed to do an all member mail-out
when the other candidates have not been afforded such an opportunity?

It’s not like this kind of thing hasn’t happened before. In the run up to the 2012 NPF election candidate
Fiona Twycross was allowed to do an all member-mailing by London Region advertising an event just
as ballot papers were hitting doormats. However what marks out the Sid6n Simon email is its brazenness
in self-promotion of himself as a candidate.

The Labour Party can no longer go on trying to fix selections like this. If we are to be a living, breathing
party we cannot have favoured candidates being given help by regional staff who are meant to remain
neutral civil servants of the party.
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o Gerry Adams comments on the death of Margaret Thatcher | Sinn Féin
"Her espousal of old draconian militaristic policies prolonged the war."

o Thatcher's good | Stumbling and Mumbling
Good selection of thinigs Thatcher did but her admirers won't necessarily celebrate

o Mayor Lutfur Rahman responds to Nick Cohen | Spectator
We thought the phrase was "right OF reply", but never mind! The mayor of Tower
Hamlets responds to Nick Cohen's article on "revolver-gate", when police were called in
response to former Labour party manager Rob Marchant's tweets.

o Mrs Justice Thirlwall: The one woman Philpott couldn't defeat | Independent
Excellent analysis of the tragedy in Derby. Grace Dent on "Philpott’s yearning to keep all
of these women almost perpetually pregnant... Not bred to milk the benefits system... Bred
In tribute to his enormous prowess and machismo."

o Rebuttal: there was no mess when Labour was voted out | Peter Kenyon
The former NEC member says "the mess" is purely the government's, and it's time for
Labour and its leadership to make this clear

o The Duchess and the Dustman meet the Elite and the Precariat | LRB
Jenny Diski's critique of the BBC 'class test' that's been doing the rounds

By Web Design Company

o Left Futures is...

The best that’s Left in Labour. Good writing. Sharp criticism. Open debate. Campaigning. Red or
green, aligned or not, Left Futures seeks to refresh and activate your politics.
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o Sussex University faces strike action over privatisation plans
UNISON members consult on industrial action [...]

o Boss tells workers: “Take 10% pay cut or you’re fired”
GMB members at VIP Polymers consult on strike action after ultimatum [...]
o Young people face triple recession of opportunities, jobs and prospects — NUS
NUS president says education and work are intrinsically linked [...]
o Don’t celebrate, organise — how to bury Thatcher’s legacy
Gregor Gall says a re-invigorated trade union movement would be the best send-off to the
former Prime Minister [...]
o Construction workers placed in danger by scrapping of safety laws
UCATT says recommending rather than insisting on wearing hard helmets will allow
employers off the hook [...]
o Three unions ballot over potential redundancies in Leeds
Members of GMB, UCATT and Unite are angry at refusal of employer to consult [...]

B Revolting Europe

o Ilva: another steel industry is possible
Today, tens of thousands in Taranto in southern Italy took to the streets to defend their right
to health in a town that for decades has been polluted to lethal levels by Europe’s biggest
steelworkers. On 9 April, the country’s Constitutional Court will rule on a government
decree that kept the plant open in defiance ... Continue reading » [...]

o Austerity homicides
How many people have to be killed by austerity, before it is stopped and condemned as




socially and morally reprehensible and its perpetrators brought to justice, asks Giorgio
Cremaschi Romeo, Anna and Joseph were killed one after the other in Civitanova Marche.
Like workers killed on the job, there is no tragic fatality in the ... Continue reading » [...]
Structural adjustment or.... Ecosocialism

By Victor Quintana Like medieval plagues, structural adjustment programmes implemented
through southern Europe economies are destroying families, trampling on social rights,
eliminating jobs, and making life precarious. Burying the hopes of the populations are the
political parties that rotate in equal doses in one failed government after another. Given the
[...]

Portugal’s unions hail court rejection of pension. wage cuts
Portuguese unions welcomed the decision by the country’s Constitutional Court to strike

down four out of nine austerity measures in this year’s budget. The court on Friday rejected
cuts in pensioners’ and public servants’ holiday bonuses, as well as reductions to sickness
leave and unemployment benefits, which formed part of a swinging austerity plan designe
[...]

A Week in Revolting Europe

This is a weekly round-up of news, comment and analysis from Revolting Europe blog,
plus our selection of the stories, photos and videos on the web. Click here [...]

Politics displaced. economy offshore

Nothing is where it should be. Without a government at Palazzo Chigi, Italian politics is
displaced. And as the “Offshore Leaks” scandal has revealed, the economy has meanwhile
moved to tax havens, says Mario Pianta Nothing is where it should be. A Palazzo Chigi,
the prime minister’s office in Rome, there’s no government resulting from ... Continue
reading » [...]
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